
JIM MAYO'S "LITTLE BLACK BOOK" COLLECTION OF CHOREOGRAPHY

This document is comprised of scanned pages of choreography from the book used by Jim Mayo. The address book 
format is one that was copied from the same type of book used by Al Brundage. Al's "Little Black Book" was transcribd 
by Jim before the scanning tools that have made this version possible were known to Jim. That transcription is 
available for viewing and downloading on the Square Dance Foundation of New Engand web site SDFNE.Org.

Jim stopped using this method of documenting the choreography he was using sometime in the late 1960's after he 
had learned and acquired more skill with management of choreography by sight. The pages included in this scan are 
those that were in the book at that time. There are several hundred more pages in Jim's Choreo Book 2 including 
several pages of singing calls on pages 8 - 14 and 21 - 23. 

It's smazing to me that I took the time to document the choreography I was using in this way. It is also interesting to 
note that each routine has a name. This was common until about the middle of the 1960's. Nearly all the 
choreography presented in Sets In Order magazine was printed with a name. Until about 1967 most of the 
choreography in that magazine also was written out in 4-beat lines with filler words included. In 1967 the magazine 
chanaged the way they printed dance routines to show one call per line and more frequently the routines were 
presented without names.

The end of the address book format did not mark the end of writing out choreography. I developed other formats 
for recording choreography and many examples of those are included in the Jim Mayo papers collection at the 
University of New Hampshire.
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